


Today’s Scripture Reading 

Exodus 23:10-19



23:10-19

10 “For six years you shall sow your land and gather in 
its yield, 11 but the seventh year you shall let it rest and 
lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and 
what they leave the beasts of the field may eat. You 
shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your 
olive orchard. 12 “Six days you shall do your work, but 
on the seventh day you shall rest; that your ox and 
your donkey may have rest, and the son of your 
servant woman, and the alien, may be refreshed. 13 

“Pay attention to all that I have said to you, and make 
no mention of the names of other gods, nor let it be 
heard on your lips. 14 “Three times in the year you 
shall keep a feast to me. 



15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As I 
commanded you, you shall eat unleavened bread for 
seven days at the appointed time in the month of 
Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. None shall 
appear before me empty-handed. 16 You shall keep the 
Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of 
what you sow in the field. You shall keep the Feast of 
Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in 
from the field the fruit of your labor. 17 Three times in 
the year shall all your males appear before the Lord 
God. 18 “You shall not offer the blood of my sacrifice 
with anything leavened, or let the fat of my feast 
remain until the morning. 

23:10-19



19 “The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall 
bring into the house of the Lord your God. “You shall 
not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.
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10 “For six years you shall sow your land and gather in 
its yield, 11 but the seventh year you shall let it rest and 
lie fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and 
what they leave the beasts of the field may eat. You 
shall do likewise with your vineyard, and with your 
olive orchard. 

• Verses 10-11 are practically wise 
• More Important - is God's commitment to the care of 

needy humans and animals.  
• Point - God is a provider for all his creatures
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have rest, and the son of your servant woman, and the 
alien, may be refreshed.
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12 “Six days you shall do your work, but on the seventh 
day you shall rest; that your ox and your donkey may 
have rest, and the son of your servant woman, and the 
alien, may be refreshed. 

THE 7 DAY CYCLE MAKES US CONSIDER: 

• The importance of God in the weekly rhythm of his 
people 

• God's work and rest in creation is a paradigm for our 
week 

• There is an opportunity to center upon and trust God 
• The backdrop for Sabbath and New Sabbath in Christ’s 

Resurrection
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13 “Pay attention to all that I have said to you, and 
make no mention of the names of other gods, nor let 
it be heard on your lips. 

• Protect and obey my statues  
• Forget false gods and remember me



14 “Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to 
me. 15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
As I commanded you, you shall eat unleavened bread 
for seven days at the appointed time in the month of 
Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. None shall 
appear before me empty-handed. 
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14 “Three times in the year you shall keep a feast to 
me. 15 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
As I commanded you, you shall eat unleavened bread 
for seven days at the appointed time in the month of 
Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. None shall 
appear before me empty-handed. 

• The Feast of Unleavened Bread remembers the Exodus 
• The Passover feast is part of the Feast of Unleavened 

Bread  

GOD IS OUR REDEEMER = A CALL TO CONSECRATION 
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16 You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits 
of your labor, of what you sow in the field.
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16 You shall keep the Feast of Harvest, of the firstfruits 
of your labor, of what you sow in the field. 

THE FEAST OF HARVEST: 

• Later in the Old Testament is called the Feast of Weeks  
• Greek-speaking Jews call the Feast of Harvest Pentecost. 
• It is a celebration of first fruits 

GOD IS OUR PROVIDER = A CALL TO MISSION

23:10-19



16b You shall keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end 
of the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit 
of your labor.
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16b You shall keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end 
of the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit 
of your labor. 

• The Feast of Ingathering is later called the Feast of 
Tabernacles 

GOD'S SUSTAINING PROVIDENCE = A CALL TO HOPE

23:10-19



17 Three times in the year shall all your males appear 
before the Lord God. 18 “You shall not offer the blood 
of my sacrifice with anything leavened, or let the fat of 
my feast remain until the morning. 
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19 “The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall 
bring into the house of the Lord your God. “You shall 
not boil a young goat in its mother's milk.
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19 “The best of the firstfruits of your ground you shall 
bring into the house of the Lord your God. “You shall 
not boil a young goat in its mother's milk. 

Get your ideas on how to love God from God!
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WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM THIS? 
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WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM THIS?  

• Enjoy and pay attention - the rhythms of God's 
calendar to remember HIM. 
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WHAT DO WE LEARN FROM THIS?  

• Enjoy and pay attention - the rhythms of God's 
calendar to remember HIM.  

• Our response flows out of that joy: CONSECRATION, 
MISSION, HOPE
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